
Introducing Peter and His Brethren (1:1-2) 

God’s Commissioning of Peter - Peter introduced himself by his Greek name (Petros) as 
opposed to his Aramaic name (Cephas). This was most likely because his audience 
was made up primarily of Gentile Christians. Petros referred to a large portion of a 
rock which was both solid, strong, and stable; perhaps Jesus’ reason for calling Simon 
the rock was to be a reminder to Peter that he was part of a larger Rock and needed 
to stand with strength and stability in Him. Peter referred to himself as the Apostle of 
Jesus Christ. As an apostle, Peter was a messenger or envoy. But Peter was not just 
any messenger, he had been commissioned by Jesus Christ Himself. Peter was both 
under the authority of Jesus Christ and spoke with the authority of Jesus Christ. As 
the Holy Spirit superintended Peter, he wrote this epistle of living hope to the 
Christians who desperately needed encouragement and assurance in the face of 
opposition and suffering. 

God’s Choosing of His Brethren - Peter addressed this epistle to “those who 
reside as aliens” (parepidemois - stranger, sojourner, one who comes form a 
foreign country and resides among the native inhabitants) who were 
scattered (diasporas - used to describe both Israelites and Christians who 
were scattered amongst the nations) across Northern Asia Minor (modern 
day Turkey). In 1 Peter it seems that the scattered ones were not exclusively 
Jewish Christians but Gentile Christians who were being opposed and had 
been scattered because of opposition to their faith in Jesus (2:10 and 4:3-4 
suggest that these people had Gentile roots). 
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Wayne Grudem 
“The opening phrase 
reminds the readers, 
then, that Peter is 
writing in his role as an 
apostle of Jesus Christ: 
the words are also 
God’s words, and we 
should receive them as 
that” 

Edmund Clowney 
“Peter’s witness is 
strong. He knows what 
he has seen and heard; 
he knows, too, his 
appointment by Jesus, 
and he revelation from 
the Father that has 
equipped him to serve.”
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The First Letter of Peter 1:1-2 
The Epistle of Living Hope

John MacArthur 
“Peter’s intention in the first 
part of his salutation was not 
only to identify his readers as 
to their heavenly origin, as the 
elect of God, but also in 
relation to their conditions as 
earthly residents” 



Being scattered was certainly a burden to Peter’s brethren but the fact that they were 
chosen (eklektoi - to pick out / select) was a very comforting truth. These “aliens” who were 
scattered were a select group of individuals; they were handpicked by God to obtain 
salvation through Jesus Christ (cf. Romans 8:33; Colossians 3:12; 2 Timothy 2:10). Despite 
their earthly location (scattered), they are the called people of God. The chosen are part of 
a select group of people who have received the grace and mercy of God which resulted in 
salvation. These Christians who were chosen by God and were dwelling as aliens in Asia 
Minor were assured of their acceptance by God and their citizenship in Heaven. 

The Godhead’s Role in the Salvation and Sanctification of Peter and His Brethren - After 
stating that his brethren were called by God, Peter gave more specific details about their positions before God. Peter 
focused on the roles of the Godhead in their salvation and sanctification. 

• The Father’s Foreknowledge - Foreknowledge (prognosin) means to foreknow, choose beforehand, or a predetermined 
purpose. Peter explained that the choosing of his brethren by God was a decision made by God in the past. In 
Ephesians Paul also wrote of God’s choosing of Christians which occurred “before the foundation of the world” (1:4). 
This term appears one other time in the New Testament in Acts 2:23 when Peter explained that Jesus was delivered 
over “by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God” to sinful men to be crucified. With the Acts passage in 
mind, Peter’s brethren had not only been chosen by God for salvation but God was completely aware of and ordained 
or allowed the suffering they were experiencing. Peter’s brethren were being offered comfort and assurance with and 
by the knowledge that even though the world around them was rejecting and opposing them, God had chosen them 
to be His own people and they had the honor and privilege to suffer for the name of Jesus (cf. 4:12-13). 

• The Spirit’s Sanctifying - The sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer (hagiasmoi - to render holy, 
to consecrate) begins with the regeneration and baptism of the believer (cf. Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:13) which is 
an initial work of sanctification. The Holy Spirit’s subsequent work of sanctification is an ongoing process of setting 
apart or consecrating the believer from the world and unto God. Peter’s brethren had been chosen by God and it was 
determined that they would be separated from the world unto Him not only in salvation but in the practice of daily 
living as they began to live less like the world and more like Christ. This process of sanctification was evident by the 
fact that they were suffering for the name of Christ because they forsook the pre-salvation patterns of living (cf. 4:4). 

• The Son’s Sprinkling - As Peter continued his explanation of the Godhead’s work in the 
lives of his brethren (and all Christians), he focused on the obedience of the Christian; 
both initial and subsequent.  Obedience to Jesus Christ (hupakoen - obedience / 
submission) begins with submission to the gospel message and continues throughout 
the Christian life. True salvation always results in obedience and submission to Jesus 
(cf. Ephesians 2:10 and 1 Thessalonians 1:4-10). Those who are obedient to Christ are 
sprinkled (hrantismon - to sprinkle, sprinkled blood for purification) with His blood. 
Peter was certainly making “reference to the death of Christ on the cross and to the 
ratification of the New Covenant by the blood of Christ…” (A.T. Robertson). The 
connection to Exodus 24 seems to be what Peter had in mind when connecting 
obedience with being sprinkled with the blood of Christ. “The whole epistle is a commentary on the prognosis theou 
(foreknowledge of God), hagiasmos pneumatos (Holy Spirit), haima Christou (blood of Christ)” - A.T. Robertson 

God’s Grace and Peace to the Scattered and Suffering Saints - Peter concluded his introduction to the epistle with a 
greeting of grace and peace. Based on the knowledge of the work of the Godhead on behalf of the believer, those who 
were scattered and suffering could take comfort and find joy in the facts that they were recipients of God’s saving and 
sanctifying grace. Because of this grace from God, they experienced peace both with God and within themselves.
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Edwin A. Blum 
“No believer should 
ever feel threatened by 
the doctrine of election, 
because it is always 
presented in Scripture 
as the ground of 
comfort.”

Edmund Clowney 
“Peter’s brief greeting, Grace and peace be yours in abundance, gives in miniature the whole message of his letter. He writes 

to those who already feel the scorn and malice of an unbelieving world”

Robert L. Thomas 
“The emphasis is on 
obedience, Christ’s 
kingship, and the union 
between God and man 
in the life of faith.”
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